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It is now 1789 years since the birth of

the Saviour of msnkindjwas celebrated for
the first time after that glorious morning
1887 years ago when in a rode stable in
Bethlehem of Judea a babe was born
whom kings and wise men fell down be-

fore

¬

and worshiped Christmas was
flrstkept as a holiday A D 98 Its name
was derived from Christ and the Saxon
masse or mass and the two words were
combined to denote a special service in
honor of the birth of the Son of God

For the first three centuries Christmas
was one of the most movable of all re-

ligious
¬

festivals The exact date of the
Saviours nativity was very uncertain
and the Eastern church observed the 6Jh-

of January as the anniversary of both His
birth and circumcision But in the fourth
century Pope Julius 1 ordered an investi-
gation

¬

of the matter and after long de-

liberation
¬

the theologians of both the
east and west united in appointing De-

cember
¬

25 to be kept as Christs birth-
day

¬

We have no means however of deter-
mining

¬

the exact date of the Saviours na-
tivity

¬

The statement that the date was
preserved in the public archives at Rome
thougn asserted by some of the early
fathers Is not now generally credited As-

to the year the preponderance of opinion
and of such evidence as we have seem to
favor that of 4 or 5 B C As to the
month December is the height of the
rainy season in Judea and therefore the
fact as stated by the New Testament
that shepherds were watching their flocks
on its plains while stars were shining in
the heavens on the night of the Saviours-
blrih make It extremely unlikely that it
could have occurred in that month Many
learned treatises have been written and
plausible arguments advanced to prove
that it must have taken place in October
but the question will ever remain in abey-
ance

¬

It seams not improbable that in select-
ing

¬

December 25 as the date of the great-
est event save one the crucifixion in
the worlds history the worthy fathers
were influenced by a desire to supplant
the many heathen festivals of the winter
solstice such as the Saturnalia or great
Festival of Saturn and Ops which began
on the 19h of December or after
Ctc lats reformation of the calendar on
the 17ib tnd continued for seven days
This presumption is made more probable
from the fact that for many centuries the
festivities of Christmas were prolonged
till Twelfth Night January G and even
till Candltmas Day February 2 while
they usually began as early as the night
before All Saints Day or Hallow
Eve thus showing the de-

sire
¬

to make thn heathen converts
to Christianity feel that they had
lost nothing in harmless pleasure and en-

fr joyineut by the suoscitutiun ot the Chris
liau festival of the winter solstice for the
heathen one Not only did ihe Romans
observe this period of the year as a time
of mirth and rejoicing The ancient
Celtic and Germanic races did the same
The Germans especially were then ac¬

customed to nold great leasts of which
the most prominent continued during the
twelve days from December 25 to January
6 They believed that throughout that
time their great Deities moved about the
earth and that though invisible their
personal movements could be readily
traced

By the celebration of Christmas with
its grand liturgy its magnificent
music and its pictorial and
dramatic representations of the principal
events in the life of Him whose birth it
commemorated the church sought to re-
place

¬

these heathen festivities and to lift
ud the minds of the people to something
higher and holier but many of the old
heathen festive usages were to a cerjtain
extent christianized and not a few of
them have survived even down to our
own time Indeed so much is this the
case that many of our most distinctively
Christmas customs sports and games
can be distinctly traced to a heathen
origin

The day was regarded from the first
both as a holy commemoration of a most
sacred event and as a mirthful joyous
festival but in the middle ages the fes-
tive

¬

observances of the day often so far
overtopped its more sacred features that
the clergy were frequently compelled to
check the unseemly merriment of their
flecks All persons old and young were
then accustomed to Indulge in what were
called the December liberties
wild gambols pranks and
masquerades of the most ex-
travagant

¬

and burlesque character in
which everything and everybody were
absurdly satirized and burlesqued

At the C rUtmas dinners of the old
feudal barons the first dish brought to
tatle was a huge boars head having a
lemon placed in its mouth It was car-
ried

¬
In great state the whole length of tne

immense banqueting hall upon a massive
silver pi tter borne by the major domo of
the household attended by a large num-
ber

¬

of servants and vassals and was
placed before the lord of the manor at
the head of the festive board with grf at
pomp and ceremony It was followed by
great trenchers of beef venison pork
mutton turkeys capons hens geese
ducks plum puddings nuts sugar and
honey and monstrous bowls of punch
and wassail Then came Christmas
sports and games of many kinds the fes-
tivities

¬

being presided over by a
specially appointed officer of the
household called the Lord of Misrule or
the Abbott of Unreason who reigned su-
preme

¬

from Hallow Eve October 31
to Candlemas Day Februsry 2

Prominent among these Christmas di-

versions
¬

were Snap Dragon a game
which consisted in trying to snatch rais-
ins

¬

from burning brands and place them
in ones mouth without drooping them

Hot Cockles in which a blindfolded
person was struck by the other members
of the company and required to guess the
name of each person dealing him a blow
and Mumming which consisted of an
exchange of garments between men and
women who thus attired in the habili-
ments

¬

of their opposite sex went from
house to house making merry and partak-
ing

¬

of Christmas cheer with the inmates
In a very quaint old book of folklore
called Poured About Our Coal Fire or-
Christmasse Entertainments I find the
following Then comes mumming or
masquerading when ye Squires ward

Trobe is ransacked for dresses of all kinds
and everyone In ye family except ye
Squire himself must be transformed
No better idea of the universal mirth

and joy of an old English Christmas in-
Ue Kiddle ages can be petter conveyed

TS
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than by the following passage from Sir
Walter Scotts Memlon-

OnChrlstmas eve the bells were rang
n Cnrl3 maB evo the mass was tnng

That ODly nJght In all tine year
aw the stoled priest the chalice rear

Then opened wide the oarons hall
Tj vassal tenant serf aud all
Tower laid his rod of rule aside
And ceremony doffed his pride
The heir with roses In his shoes
That night might village partner choose
All hailed with uncontrolled delight
And general voice the happy night
That to the cottage as the crown
Brought tidings of salvation iown
England was merry England when
Old i hrl tmas brought nls sports again
Twas Christmas brewed the mightiest ale
1was Christmas told the merriest lale-

A cbrlstuns gambol ofc would cheer
A poor mans heart through half the year

The custom of giving presents on
Christmas now so universally observed
is derived from the old Roman Saturnalia
or feast of Saturn above mentioned at
which it was customary for all the mem-
bers

¬

of a household to offer gifts to each
other and is not traceable as has been
sometimes stated to the New Testament
account of how kings and wise men made
rich offerings to the Infant Jesus For
the Christmas tree we are indebted to the
ancient Germans who during the con-

tinuance
¬

of their great feast of the winter
solstice already described hung large
yew trees with rude gifts decorations
and lights From them too come Santa
Clus KrisKrinkle Knicht Rupert and
the many other fabulous personages
charged with the duty of bringing gifts
to good children as does also the beauti-
ful

¬
fable that such offerings are brought

directly by the sweet hands of the loving
Christ child the infant Jesus himself
In the primitive church Christmas day

was preceded by an Eve or vigil and
hence our Christmrs eve of the present
time which in the association that clus-
ter

¬

around It in the sports and pastimes
its ancient memories and even in its de-

votions
¬

has ever been in all ages second
only to Christmas itself One beautiful
observance of Christmas eve having a
heathen origin is the decorating of
churches and dwellings with evergreen
holly laurel bays and mistletoe being a
perpetuation of a custom of the old
British Druids whose belie It was that
kindly sylvan spirits sought these orna-
ments

¬

of living green and hovered near
them untouched and unharmed by nip-
ping

¬

frost until the death of winter In
the old church calendar appointed after
the universal adoption of December 25-

as Christmas the eve of that day is
marked templa exomantus let the
temples be adorned

To the mistletoe a favorite bough for
Christmas decoration there has attached
from time immemorial a traditionary

kissing right that is popularly consid-
ered

¬

as inviolable as any secured to Eng-
lishmen

¬
by Magna Charta Any male

who during the Christmas season can
catch a female under a sprig of mistletoe
is entitled to a kiss which toe damsel be-

3he maid wife or widow is in honor
bound to accord him without resistance
or remonstrance of any kind

On Christmas Eve in all parts of Italy
tne people play upon instruments and
sing before the shrines of the Blessed
Virgin Mother with the poetical idea of-

chee ing her through the pangs of mater-
nity

¬
In Great Britain and on the conti-

nent
¬

of Europe the church bells Ting out
their loudest and sweetest while from a
tradition that the Saviour came into the
world at midnight there is celebrated
punctually at that hour a high mass of
the grandest most imposing character
In Spain Italy and France especially the
cnurches aie magnificently decorated and
after the midnight mass a collation is
served to those who have spent Christ-
mas

¬

Eve in this pious work of adornment
One of the eldest customs of Christmas

Eve ana one that is still observed in the
north of England is that of placing on the
principal fire of every household a great
log of wood cahed the yuleclog or-

Cnri3tmas block where it is supposed to
illuminate the whole house and in every
part of it to turn night into day The
yuleclogs that burned in the vast halls of-

ihe old English feudal barons of the mid-
dle

¬

ages were huge trees and we are told
that even just before the last century the
mansion of an English gentleman resid-
ing

¬

near Shrewsbury was totally de-

stroyed
¬

by fire in consequence of too
large a yulelog haviDg been lighted on
his hearthstone When the yule

all consumed before dawn
Christmas day

its ashes are carefully preserved until the
mxt Christmas eve and are believed to
bring good health and fortune to all the
household but should they bo scittered
aid lost death and misfortune are sure
to follow

The origin of the yule clog is doubtless
to be found in the fact that In the West-
ern

¬

or Latin church Christmas was called
the Feast of Lihts both because many
lights or candles were used in its cele-
bration

¬

and because Christ whose birth
it coramenoratcd was to become the
light of the worla and as the yule clog
dates far back beyond the use of candles
by many nations who had embraced
Christianity it was probibly used as a
primitive tuosti ute The Saxons called
taeir piiccpal feast Jul or Yul end hence
came to apply the same terms to
the leg which on that grea occasion and
suosi qtentiy when it had been trans-
formed

¬
into Cbristmas gave as once their

priLcipal fire and their principal light
ProuAOly one of the most generally

knovn of tne old Caristmas observances
utxi to tne givicg ul presents is the sing ¬

ing of Chrbtmas carols Tnese were
pious centiciee designed to replace the
rioid soDgs of the old heathen festivals
aud the custom cf chiioren nnd even
grown paople going abcut from h mte io

clog is not
burns on into the light of

nouse and singing them at the door oq
CnristmsB eve and being rewarded with
Christmas cheer and Cnriatmas spending
uoaey is maintained in many parts of
England at the present day Many collec-
tions

¬

of these quaint mediaeval carols
were made from time to time but of the
oldes of such collections but one sheet
remains and it contains only two It is-
Cirelully preserved in the Bodleian
Horary at Oxford as is also
a collection of Christmasse-
Ksiile published by Wynkin de Worde-
in 1531 Later collections of these old
Constmas hymns of various nations have
been published in our own century One
of French carols noels was issued at-
Poitiers in 1824 one of English at Lon-
don

¬
in 1883 and one of German at Gratz-

in 1853 Is is remarkable tnat the Welsh
have produced even more of these Christ-
mas

¬

carols than the Eogliau or any other
nationality Their Lffyr Carolan fBook-
of Carols and their Blodengerdd Au
tiology of Wales contain respectively
six ysix and fortyeight of these can-
ticles

¬
f

There nave been many quaint supersti-
tions

¬

associated with Christmas in all
ages and countries ofthe world The
old English peasantry believed that evil
spirits losing all power at the approach
> f Christmas daied not ventutpt abroad
Cur ngtheCaristmasjeeasonandthe cocks
c ew for joy all night long Shakespeare
thus Uuues to this superstition

ver against that season comes
Wherein our Saviours birth is celebrated
This bird of dawning rlnceth all night long
And then they say no spirit stlra abroad
The nights are wholesome then no

strikes
Xo fairy takes nor witch hath power to charm
So hallowtd and so gracious 1b the time

In the English country of Devon it is
popular belief that the oxen fall unifr
their knees at midnight on Christ Cs
eve as the or and the ass in the stable of
Bethlehem are said to have done when
the infant Jesus was born while the
Swedish peasantry beileye that the mem

miiinwiiii in
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of the far north change to wolves on
Christmas eve and so rage against all
human nature as to harm mankind more
than do the attacks of real wolves It is
a matter for regret that large numbers of
these human wolves are to be found in
our own country as well as well as in-

Sweeden and that the exercise of their
wolfish nature is not confined to Christ-
mas

¬

eve G W C

IDAHOS RaBBir FL1GUE

General Brlsbln Ssja it U Almost as
There as It Is In Australia

Fort McKlnrey TFyo T Letter to New York
World

The rabbits are again becoming a
plague in many portions of Idaho Ne-

vada
¬

and Wyoming These little bun-
nies

¬

bid fair to do as much damage in our
country as they have in Australia unless
timely steps are taken for their extermi-
nation

¬

In Australia in many places
they have eaten up the whole of the
country even the sheep pastures being
destroyed by them It seems strange
that national legislation should be re-

quired
¬

against so small an animal as a
rabbit but the English colonists cf Au-

stralia
¬

are glad enough to have the gov-
ernment

¬

aid them in destroying the little
pests Everything green and every blade
of grass is eaten by them to the earth
and excepting the grasshopper it would
be Impossible to conceive of anything
more destructive to vegetation than a
rabbit They appear in vast armies and
moving across a country strip it of all
vegetable matter Gardens are their
special delight and not a vegetable is
left where they can once take bold

When out in Idaho a year or two agoI
had some experience with rabbits They
appeared in great numbers along the
Oregon Snort Line and in some towns
destroyed all the gardens Near Boise
they attacked the grain fields and even
the pastures The methods of destroying
them were sometimes novel One gen-
tleman

¬

who had a grain field and garden
patch surrounded the field with a board
on bis fence next to the ground Above
the board he drew a wire very tight and
just close enough to the board to let the
rabbits head through In trying to get
over the board they got fast and hanged
themselves His field was pretty well
strung around every morning with deaJ
rabbits

Another farmer put a brush fence
around his field and here and there made
a hole through it On the other side of
the holes he sank large boxes in the
ground The bunnies would run through
the hole fall into the boxes and be unable
to get out Another farmer put boxes
under his fences with tilting lids The
outside was firm enough but no sooner
would the rabbit attempt to run through
than the treacherous lid would tip up and
land him in the box below Then It
would tip back into its place again and be
ready for another rabbit In the morn-
ing

¬

the boys armed with pitchforks
wouldtgo around the field kill the rab jits
and pitch them into a wagon They often
got a wagon load in the morning The
rabbits were fed to the hogs

Another method was the surround
A large pit or hole was dug in the ground
where the rabbits were thickest and
brush piled around the pit for some
distance out Then the men and boys
made a surround beating the brush up
and frightening the bunnies towards the
pit When all had closed in the brush
was fired all around the outside and the
little creatures to escape the flames would
jump into the pit Those that did not fall
into the pit were roasted orkilled by the
men and boys who stood close together
around the outside armed with clubs and
pitchforks

Lux Miller the great cattle raisers
whose ranches were completely overrun
with rabbits offered a reward of 5 cents
a piece for them and the boys made good
wages killing them A boy in a day with
good luck could kill and deliver from
fifty to 100 so he made a good sum Lux

Miller threw the dead rabbits into a big
vat where they were boiled skin and all
and then fed to the hogs to fatten them
It is said they make good heg feed and
jthe hogs fatten very rapidly upon rabbit
flesh

Pasteur the great French specialist and
curer of maddos bite by inoculation
says he can kill eff all the rabbits in the
United States and Australia by inocula ¬
tion His plan is to inoculate five rab-
bits

¬

with chicken cholora and let them go
among the other rabbits The disease is
very contagious and fatal and he con-
tends

¬

they would soon give it to each
other and all die off It is certainly
worth trying for a greater pest than an
excess of rabbitB cannot be imagined

James S Brisbix

THE BUSTLE IN A NEW ROLE

The Way la Which It Saved
Ladys Life

Haywards Col Journal
We dont believe history has chronicled

a more singular escape from death than
occurred in Redwood canyon last week
The male sex who are an unfeeling lot
taken altogether have severely criticised
bustles which are a most important
part of the female wardrobe but
after reading this thrilllDg episode
should forever hold their peace A
handsome young lady of sweet seventeen
arrived from Arizona a couple of weeks
ago and spent a very pleasant visit with
friends in the above canyon One even-
ing

¬

when the head sf the family was away
the milking naturally fell on the female
portion of the household The Arizona
fair one at once offered to do her share
but the annt protested The protest was
of no avail however and shortly after-
wards

¬

she started for the corral pail in
hand a typical Maud Mailer The young
lady was just in the act of milking when
a ferocious bull spied her and at once
starred on the war path It was a criti-
cal

¬

position ana as the bull came charg ¬

ing at her with lowered horns with Wood
in his eye the young lady quietly
dropped on the ground face down

as still as death This
s something new for
he was a moment non¬

plussed but he soon recovered from his
surprise and made for the prostate maid
er ami had it not been for that bustle
the young lady never would have lived to
tell this exciting experience The bull
gored that tenderly framad air castle
called a bustle until it gave way and he
retired with the trophy The aunt saw
the charge and was about to run in to
assist when the brave girl called to keep
back or else both would be killed As it
turned out the bull after discovering the
bustle concluded that he had made a
slight mistake and retired from the bat-
tle

¬

Had the young lady started to run
the bull would very likely have soon over-
taken

¬

and killed her Hereafter all young
ladies should have an extra bustle In xe
serve when they go Into the country and
play the milkmaid act

ward and lay
maneuver wf
the bull and
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The Story of the Nativity Told by

Rev T DeVVitt TalmageThe
Advent of the Redeemer of

Mankind on Earth

Heir Childhood and Motherhood Were
Honored the Cradle Made to Sean

More Than the Grave

How the Child ot ToDay la to Settle all
Destinies and Uiher In the Worlds

Salvation or Destruction

THE BAKN AND ITS SURROUNDINGS
Special to the Gazette

Brooklyn N Y Dec 25 Services
today at the Brooklyn Tabernacle were
jubilant Professors Browne and Ali
with organ and cornet were unusually
powerful and Mrs Florence RiceKnox
sang three solos The thousands of peo-
ple

¬

who packed the church and all the
approaches seemed to join in the great
chorus

He ehall reign from pole to polo
With inimitable sway

He ehall reign when like a scroll
Yonder heavens have passed away

Rev T DtWltt Talmage D D took
as the subject of his sermon The Barn
and Its Surroundings His text was
taken from Luke n 15 The shepherds
said one to another let us now go even
unto Bethlehem and see this thing which
is come to pass Dr Talmage said

One thousand years of the worlds ex-
istence

¬

rolled painfully and wearily
along and no Christ Two thousand
years and no Christ Three thousand
years and no Christ Four thousand
years and no Christ Give us a
Christ had cried Assyrian and Persian
and Chaldean and Egyptian civilizations
but the lips of the earth and the lips of
the sky made no answer The world had
already been aflluent of genius Among
poets had appeared Homer and Thespis
and Aristophanes and Sophocles and Eu-
ripides

¬

and Alexis JE3ciiylus yet no
Christ to be the most poetic figure of the
centuries Among historians had ap-
peared

¬

Herodotus and Xenophon and
Thucydides but no Christ from whom all
history was to date backward and for-
ward

¬

B C and A D Among conquer-
ors

¬

Cmillus and Manlius and Regulus
and Xantippus and Hannibal and Scipio
and Poinpey and Ca3ar yet no Cnrist
who was to be the conqueror of earth and
heaven

But the slow century and the slow year
and the slow month and the slow hour at
last arrived The world had had matins
or concerts in the morning and vespers
or concerts in the evening bnt now it is-
to have a concert at midnight The black
window shutters of a December night
were thrown open and some of the best
singers of a world where they all sing
stopd there and putting back the drapery
of cloud chanted a peace anthem until
all the echoes of hill and valley applauded
and encored the Hallelujah chorus

At last the world has a Christ and just
the Chrst it needs Come let us go into
that Christmas scene as though we had
never before worshipped at the manger
Here is a Madonna worth looking at I
wonder not that the most frequent name
in all lands and in all Christian centuries
is Mary And there are Marys in palaces
and Marys in cabins and though German
and French and Italian and Spanish and
English pronounce it differently they are
all

NAMESAKES OF THE ONE
whom we find on a bed of straw with her
pale face against the soft cheek of Christ
in the night of the Nativity All the great
painters have tried on canvas to present
Mary and her child and the incidents of
that most famous night of the worlds
history Raphael in three
terpitces celebrated them
Guirlandjo surpassed
in the Adoration of-

Corregio needed to
more than his Madonna to
mortal The Madonna of

g

different mas-
Tintoret the-

mselvesthe
the Magi

do nothing
become lm
theIilly by

Leonardo da YincI will kindle the admir-
ation

¬

of all ages Murillo never won
greater triumph by his pencil than In his
presentation of the Holy Family But ail
the galleries of Dresden are forgotten
when I think of the small room of that
gallery containing the Sistine Madonna
Yet all of them were copies of St
Matthews Madonna and Lukes Ma-
donna the inspired Madonna of the Old
Book which we had put into our hands
when we were infants and that we hope
to have under our heads when we die

Behold in the first place that on the
flrsl night of Christs life God honored
the br te creation You cannot get into
that Bethlehem barn without gofcg past
the camels the mules the dog3 the oxen
The brutes of that stable heard the first
cry of the infant Lord Some of the old
painters represent the oxen and camels
kneeling that night before the newborn
babe And well might they kneel Have
you ever thought that Christ came among
other things to alleviate the sufferings of
the brute creation Was it not appropri-
ate

¬

that he should during the first few
days and nights of His life on earth be
surrounded by the dumb beasts whose
moan and plaint and bellowing have for
ages been

A PRAYER TO GOD
for the arresting of their tortures and the
righting of their wrongs It did not
merely happen so that the unintelligent
creatures of God should have been that
night in close neighborhood Not a
kennel in all the centuries not a birds
nest not a wornout horse on towpath
not a herd freezing in the poorly built
cowpen not a freight car in summer-
time bringing the beeves to market with-
out

¬
water through a thousand miles of

agony not a surgeons room witnessing
the struggles of fox or rabbit or pigeon
or dog in the horrors of vivisection but
has an interest In the fact that Christ
was born in a stable surrounded by
brutes He remembered that night end
the prayer He heard in their pitiful moan
He will answer in the punishment of
those who maltreat the dumb brutes
They surely have as much right in this
world as we have

In the first chapter of Genesis you may
see that they were placed on the
earth before man was the fish and
fowl created the fifth day and the
quadruped the morning of the sixth day
and man not until the afternoon of that
day The whale the eagle the lion and
all the lesser creatures of their kind were
predecessors of the human family They
have the world by right of possession
They have also paid rent for the places
tbey occupied What an army of defense
all over the land are the faithful watch-
dogs And who can tell what the world
owes to horse and camel and ox for
transportation And robin and lark have
by the cantatas with which they have
filled orchard and forest more than paid
for the few grams they have picked up
for their sustenance When you
abuse any creatures of God you

its creator and you insult
the Christ who though he might
have been welcomed into life by princes
and taken his first infantile slumber amid
Tyrian plush and canopied couches and
rippling waters rfrom royal aqueducts
dripping Into basins of ivory and pearl
chose to he born on the level with a cows
hora or a caswls koof or a dogsmos

3 11
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trU he might be the alleviation of
brutal suffering as well as

THE REDEEMER OF MAN
Standing then as I imagine now I do

L at thlenem night with an infant
Christ on the one side and the speechlesscreatures of on the other I cry
Look out how you strike the rowel intothat horses side Takeoff that curbed
bit from that bleeding mouth Removethat saddle from that raw back Shootnot for fun that bird is too small for
food Forget not to put water intocage of that canary Throw out some
crumbs to those birds caught too farnorth in the winters inclemency Arrest
that man who is making that one horse
draw a load heavy enough for three
Rush in upon that scene where boys are
torturing a cat or transfixing butterfly
and grasshopper Drive not off that old
robin her nest is a mothers

i cradle and under her wing there may be
three or four prima donnas of the sky in
training And in your families and inyour schools teach the coming generation
more mercy than the present generation
has ever shown and in this marvelous
Bible picture of the Nativity while you
point out to them angel show them
also the camel and while they hear the
celestial chant let them also hear the
cows moan No more did Christ show in-
terest

¬

in the botanical world when he said
Consider the lilies than he showed

sympathy for the ornithological when he
said Behold the fowls of the air and
the quadrupedal world when he allowed
himself to be called in one place a lion
and in another place a lamb Meanwhile
may the Christ of the Bethlehem cattle
pen have mercy on the suffering stock-
yards

¬

that are preparing diseased and
fevered meat for

OUR AMERICAN HOUSEHOLDS
Behold also in this Bible scene how on

that Christmas night God honored child-
hood

¬

Christ might have made his first
visit to our world in a cloud as he will
descend on his next visit in a cloud In
what a chariot of illumined vapor he
might have rolled down the sky escorted
by mounted cavalry with lightning of
drawn sword Elijah had a carriage of
fire to him up why not Jesu3 a car-
riage

¬

of fire to fetch Mm down
Or over the arched bridge of-
a rainbow the Lord might have
descended Or Christ might have had
his mortality built upon earth out of the
dust of the garden as was Adam in full
manhood at the start without the Intro-
ductory

¬

feebleness of infancy No no
Childhood was to be honored by that ad-
vent

¬
He must have a childs light limbs

and a childs dimpled hand and a childs
beaming eye and a cnilds flaxen hair
and babjhood was to be honored for all
time to come and a cradle was to mean
more than a grave Mighty God May
the reflection of that one childs
face bo seen in all infantile faces
Enough have all those fathers and moth-
ers

¬

on hand if they have a child in the
house A throne a crown a scepter a
kingdom under charge Be careful how
you strike him on the head j trricg the
brain What you say to him will be cen-
tennial

¬
and millennial and a hundred

years and a thousand years will not stop
the echo and reecho Do not say It is
only a child Rather say It is only
an immortal It is only a masterpiece
of Jehovah It is only a being that shall
outlive sun and moon and star and ages
quadrillennial God has infinite re-
sources

¬

and he can give presents of great
value but when he wants to give the
richest possible gift to a household he
looks around all the worlds and all the
universe and then gives a child The
greatest present that God ever gave our
world he gave about 1887 years ago and
he gave it on a Christmas night and it
was of such value that Heaven adjourned
for a recess and came down and

BROKE THROUGH THK CLOUDS
to look at it Yea in all ages God has
honored childhood He makes almost
every picture a failure unless there be a
child either pleying on the iiDor or look-
ing

¬

through tee window or seated on the
lap gazing into the face of its mother It
was a child in Naamans kitchen that told
the great Syrian warrior where he might
go and get cured of the leprosy which at
his seventh plunge in the Jordan was left
at the bottom of the river It was to the
cradle of leaves in which a child was laid
rocked by the Nile that God called the at¬

tention of history It was a sick child
that evoked Christs curative sympathies
It was a child that Christ set in the midst
of the squabbling disciples to teach the
lesion of humLi y We are informed
that wolf and leopard and lion shall be
yet so domesticated that a little child
shall lead them Achild decided Waterloo
showing the army of Blucher how they
couid take a short cut through the fields
when if the old road had been followed
the Prussian general would have come
up too late to save the destinies of Eu-
rope

¬

It was a child that decided Gettys-
burg

¬

he having overheard two Confed-
erate

¬
generals in a conversation in which

they decided to march for Gettysburg in-
stead

¬

of Harrisburg and this reported to
Governor Curtin the Federal forces
started to meet their opponents at Gettys-
burg

¬

And the child of today i3 to do-
cide all the great battles make all the
laws settle all the destinies and usher in
the worlds salvation or destruction
Mjn women nations all earth and all
heaven behold child Is there any
velvet so soft as a childs cheek Is
there any sky so blue as a childs eye Is
there any music so sweet as the childs
voice Is there any plume so wavv as a-

childs hair
Notice also that In this Bible night

scene
GOD HONORED SCIENCE

Who are the three wise men kneeling
before the divine infant Not boors not
Ignoramuses but Caspar Belthasar and
Melchlor men who knew all that was to-
be known They were the Isaac Newtons
and Herschels and Faradays of their
time Their alchemy was the fore ¬

runner ot our sublime chemistry their
astrology the mother of our magnificent
astronomy They had studied stars
studied metals studied physiology
studied everything And when I see
these scientists bowing before the beauti-
ful

¬

babe I see the prophecy of the time
when all the telescopes and microscopes
and all the Leyden jars and all the
electrical batteries and all the observa-
tories

¬

and all the universities shall bow
to Jesus It is much that way already
Where Is the college that does not have
morning prayers thus bowing at the
manger Who have been the greatest
physicians Omitting the names ef the
living lest we should be invidious have
we not had among them Christian men like
our own Joseph C Huchinson and Rusn
and Valentine Mott and Abercrombie
and Abernethy Who have been our
greatest scientists Joseph Henrv who
lived and died in the faith of the Gospel
and Agasslz who standing with his stu-
dents

¬

among the hills took of his hat
and said Young gentlemen before we
study these rocks let us pray for wisdom
to the God who made the rocks Today
the greatest doctors and lawyers of
Brooklyn and New York and of all this
land and of all lands revere the Christian
religion and are not ashamed to say so
before juries and legislatures and senates
All geology will yet bow before the Rock
of Ages Allbotany will yet worship the
Rose of Sharon All astronomy will yet
recognize the Star of Bethlehem And
physiology and anatomy will join hands
and say We must by the help of God get
the human race up-

TO THK PXSFJtCT NBBY
and perfect muscle and perfect brain
aad perfect form of that perfect child be
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fore whom nigh 2000 years ago Casriar
and Belthasar and Melchior Bent their
tirfd knees in worship

Behold also in that Christmas night
that God honored the fields Come In
shepherd boys to Bethlehem and see the
child No they say not
dressed jood enough to come iu Yes

storms and the night dew and the bram-
oles have made roush work with their

but none have right to
come They were the first to hear the1

of that Christmas night The
announcement of a QSaviors birth wjbs
made to those men in the fields There
were wiseacres that night in Bethlehem
and Jerusalem in deep sleep and
there were salaried officers of government
who hearing of it afterward may have
thought that they ought to have had the
first news of such a great event
some one from a
swift camel at their door and knocking
till at some sentinels question Who
comes there the ones the

might have been told of tbecelec7 square
tial arrival No the shepherds heard
the first two bars of the the first in
the major key and the last In the sub-
dued

¬

minor Glory to God in the high-
est

¬
and on earth peace goodwill to

men Ah yes the fields werehonored
The old shepherds with plaid and crook
have for the most part vanished but
have grazing on our United States pas-
ture

¬

fields and prairies about 45000000
sheep ana all their keepers ought to
follow the shepherds of my text and
all those who toil in field all wise
dressers orchardists all huabandmen
Not only that Christmas night but up
and down the worlds God has
baen honoring the fields Neary all tha
Messiahs of reform and literature and
eloquence and law and benevolence
have

COME VROyi THE FIELDS
Washington from the fields JeSerson
from the fields The Presidential mar ¬

tyrs Grfield and Lincoln from the
fields Henry Clay from the fieldli
Daniel Webster from the fields
Martin Luther from the fields And be-
fore

¬
this worldis right the overflowing

populations of our cities will
cave to take to the fields InsteScPof ten
merchants in rivalry as to who shall sell
that one apple want at least eight of
them to get out and raise cpples In
stead of
that one
least eight

sr

k
SendrafcsDld and Catalogue

a

ten merchants
bushel of

of them
The world wants

hard hands more broc
muscular arm3 To the
honored them when he
shepherds by the midnight anthem end
he will while the world lasts continue to

the fields the shepherds
crook was that famous night stood against
the wall of the Bethlehem kahn
it was a prophecv of the time when
threshers flail and farmers plough and
woodman3 and exs yoke and sheaf
binders rake ehill surrender to the Gcd
who made the country a3 man made the
town

Behold also that on Ihst Christmas
night Gad honored motherhood Two
angels on their wings might have brocght-
an Infant Savior to Bethlehem without
Marys beiDg there at all
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When the vil¬
lagers on the morning of December 26
awoke by divine arrangement end in
some unexplained way the child Jcsu3
might have been found ia some comfort-
able

¬
cradle of the village But no no

Motherhood for all time was to be conse-
crated

¬

and one of the tenderest relations
was to be the maternal relation and one
of the sweetest words Mother In all
ages God

HASHONORBD GOOD MOTHERHOOD
John Wesley had a good mother St

Bernard had a good mother Samuel
Budgett a good mother Doddridge a
good mother Walter Scott a good
mother Benjamin West a good moher-
In a great audience mos of whom were
Christians I asked that all those who had
been blessed of Christian mothers arise
and almost the entire assembly stood up-
Dont you see how important it is that all
motherhood be consecrated Why di3
Titian the Italian artist when he
sketched the Madonna make it an Italian
face Why did Rubens the German art-
ist

¬
in his Madonna make it a German

face Why did Joshua Reynolds the
English artist in his Madonna make it-

an English face Why did Murillo the
Spanish artist in his Madonna make it a
Spanish face never heard but I think
that they took their own mothers as the
type of Mary the Mother of Christ When
you hear some one in sermon or oration
speak in the abstract of a good faithful
honest mother your eyes fill up with
tears while you say to yourself tnat was
my mother The first word a child ut-
ters

¬
is apt to be mother and the old

man in his dying dream calls mother
mother It matters not whether she
was brought no In the surroundings of a
city and in afllaenthomeand was dressed
appropriately with reference to the de-

mands
¬

of modern life or whether she
wore the oldtime cap and great round
spectacles and apron of her own make
and knit your socks with her own needles
seated by the broad fireplace with great
back log ablaza on winter night It
matters not how many wrinkles crossed
and recrossed her face or how much her
shoulders stooped with the burdens of a-

long life if you painted a Madonna hers
would be the face

WHAT GENTLB HAND
she had when we were sick and what s
voice to soothe pam and was there any-
one

¬

who could so fill up a room tvicb
peace and purity and light And what a
sad day that was when we came home
and she could greet ua not for her lipn
were foraver still Come bick mother
Ibis Cnristmas day and take your old
place and as ten or twenty or fifty years
ago come and open the old Bible you
used to read and kneel in the same place
where you used to pray and look upon us-
as of old when you wlshedjns a Merry
Christmas or a Happy New Tea But
no That would not be fair to call you
back You had troubles enough and
aches enoighand bereavements enough
while youSsere here Tarry by the
throne mothePvtill we join you there
your prayers Unanswered andiatlu-
ter l homeEt of oui God we shall
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again keep Christmas jubilee to-
gether

¬
But speak fromi your

thrones all you glorified mothftB and
say to all these your sons and daughters
words of love words of warning words
of cheer They need your voiceor they
have traveled far and with many oJheart
break since yon left them and youScrsrell-
to call from the heights of heaven to the
valieys of earth Hail enthroned an-
cestry

¬
We are coming Keep a place

for us right beside you at the oarquct
Slow footed years More swiftly iunInto the gold of ibat unac ting sun

llomcslc w ate for tbee
Calm land beyond the sea
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Tho Bleeds are Ifieet Footed Ostriches anci
the Rem ara Fine

London Truth
We were treated to an exhibition which

was a novelty worth traveling miles to
see an ostrich rcce Two little carts
the frames of which were made of bamboo
and the wheels similar to those of a ve-
locipede weighing all the gear included
thirtyseven pounds were brought forthThe
rnd four very large ostriches trained tcQr
the business and harnefsed abreast wer j

attached to each The race cours 5cwas a flat piece of country about four and
a quarter miles in length the distance to-
be traveled was four miles straight away
and return Two of the smallest speci-
mens

¬
of Af lean humanity ever seenj less

than four feet in height and weighing
about seventytwo eachBoeemen
pure and simple were selected as chari-
oteers

¬
and all was ready I had been

provided with a magnificent
hand3 high English hunter hav-
ing

¬

a record placing him among
the very best saddle horses of
Cape Town and was quarter way
toward the turn of the course Dushing-
my fresh steed to do his best when the
feathered bipeds started and before Ireacted the turn the ostrich chariots had
passed me going and returning like a-

flish of lightning I did see them andyt so quickly did they vanish into dis-
tance

¬
tnat s pen picture valuable for its

accuracy not be given The time
taken at the starting point by several or
the spectators was for the four miles and
return nearly nineteen minutes not very
fast for ostriches so they said bat too
rapid for English hunters I know
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Two Cltz3ns of Dallas Engage In a Deadlyr
Comber

Special to the Gazette
Dallas Tex Dec 25 This evening

Tom Spivey and George Xorvelle met and
fought with pistol and krife About two
months ago these men fought and NorveUe
cut Spivey three severe cuts across the
throat from which Spivey recovered
Today when they met lor the fl st time
since that event Spivey attacked Noivelle
with a knife itflcting several flesh

about bis throat when Norveflfr-
pu led his gun and shot Spivey the ball
striking his hand inflicting an ugly wound rl
The police arriving on thegrqupd SJoivpy
fled leavingNorvelle in their handswho
is now locked up Both are citizens etDallas

foiled lea
Philadelphia Telegraph

That was a brilliant suggestion ots
correspondent that boiling Ice 13 a sure
preventive of ice Infection What a happy
thought And so strange thatnobodvever thousht oi it hffort B > H vsur iceH wriiBpU the sugcairjLT f tbooa are to make tie ice to conwlfautsieits original purpose after boiling It lasomewhat difficult to se Butmind a little matter like

ravages of hidden
certainly why not
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disease Why yes x
Roil your ice bv allmeans before using This idea it shouldbe known came from Bfonnt Hollvthere is
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